The Fiscal Cost of Domestic Violence

Perpetrator is arrested
for domestic violence.

Prosecutor and defense
attorneys are assignedb
and court costs accrue.

Perpetrator is sentenced to an approved Alternatives
to Violence program. The entire LEAP program
costs the perpetrator between $435 and $2,240.c

Perpetrator is
incarcerated pending
bail hearing at $158.67

Perpetrator is sentenced to probation/parole at $7.32
per day, electronic monitoring at $21.02 per day, or a
community residential center at $85.18 per day.c

Domestic Abuse Occursa

This flowchart does not
account for the priceless
feeling of being safe in
one's own home.

Victim

Alaska has no early lease
termination protections
for victims of domestic
violence.

Perpetrator is sentenced to
jail timed at $158.67 per day.
If the victim chooses to
move for safety reasons,
they may forfeit their
deposit.

Becomes eligible for state
and privately funded victims’
services.e

Witnessing domestic violence has tremendous negative effects on children.
Child abuse co-occurs with domestic
violence at a rate of 41%-57.5%.

Return to the
top of the
flowchart.
More victims
will be
harmed.

The average cost of a two bedroom around the state can range up
to $1,434. It may not be feasible for a victim to pay for first
month's rent and a new deposit without adequate compensation for
breaking the previous lease.

Per assault, women incur approximately $948 in medical
bills, mental health costs, and lost wages. Men incur
approximately $387.

Child

Of offenders who were
convicted of a violent
crime, 38% of offenders
were reconvicted of a
violent crime within
two years.

The perpetrator
learns healthy
skills and reduces
their risk of
reoffense.c

From 2004-2014 the Violent Crimes
Compensation Board paid out an
average of $1,534 to domestic violence
and sexual assault survivors.f

Being a victim of child
abuse costs $210,012
over the victim's life.g

M. Herbert 2017

The Fiscal Cost of Domestic Violence — Footnotes
a. More than 50% of all assaults and sexual assaults go unreported. The
low rates of report or contradictions of the official report implies that
victims usually only report after multiple violent incidents.
b. The bottom 10% of Alaska attorneys make approximately $75,000 per
year.

e. The state allocated $15.5 million to the Council of Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault (CDVSA) in FY17 to provide services to victims of
domestic violence. Despite this, nearly 30% of victims are unable to
access services because of geographic barriers.

f. Domestic violence and sexual assault claims make up 34% the total
volume of claims submitted to the Violent Crimes Compensation Board
c. The green outline on these sections indicates the most cost effective
(VCCB). This same category accounts for 22% of pay outs by the
measure. More information about LEAP is available at LEAPFbks.com
VCCB. From 2004 to 2014, domestic violence related claims have
or at (907)-452-2473.
increased 57.7% and monies paid out increased 610.8%. Even so, strict
d. A Class A misdemeanor may be sentenced to not more than one year of
guidelines create a stumbling block to receiving a payout by the VCCB.
imprisonment. Class B misdemeanor may be sentenced to not more
Crimes must be reported to the police within five days, the victim must
than 90 days of imprisonment unless otherwise specified. A conviction
cooperate with the police, and VCCB claims must be made within two
of assault IV that was committed in violation of a protective order caryears of the crime. Additionally, compensable therapy rates are limited
ries a minimum sentence of 20 days imprisonment that cannot be susto $150 per hour.
pended. If convicted of assault IV after previous conviction of a crime
against a person or a crime involving domestic violence, the minimum g. On the child's behalf, OCS becomes involved, justice system costs
accrue, medical and mental health issues arise, special education classes
sentence is 30 days imprisonment. If the defendant has been previously
or teacher's aides may be needed, and there is lost productivity over a
convicted two or more times of a crime against a person, a crime inlifetime.
volving domestic violence, or a combination of the two, the minimum
sentence is 60 days imprisonment.
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